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on pedagogics, as on many other subjects; and notes of
these lectures were published by one of his pupils just
before his death. These have been republished in con-
nected form, enlarged by selections from other parts of
his works. We will attempt to give an account of his
views as methodical as possible, considering the frag-
mentary manner in which they are presented to us.
Man is the only being that needs education. By
education we mean nurttfre, discipline, aftd instruction.
None of these are required in the same degree by
animals. Only by education can man become a man.
He is nothing but what education makes of him. It
is a misfortune that men are often educated by people
worse than themselves. If a being of a higher order
could educate us we should reach a much greater per-
fection. We should learn a great deal if experiments
were made in education. It is strange how little interest
men take in these matters, for every one can see how
he has been neglected in his youth. If we believe in
the perfectibility of human nature*then education musj:
fill us with bright hopes. Each generation will be better
than the last, until mankind reaches a standard which it
could not have anticipated or imagined. In man lie the
germs of various capacities. These we must try to develop
in due harmony and proportion, that each man may obtain
the perfection of which he is capable. Yet we must grasp
the truth, that the complete attainment of destined perfec-
tion is not for the individual, but for the race. Education
is an art which must be brought, to perfection by the
practice of many generations. Each generation can profit
by the experience of its predecessorsr Education may
be either mechanical (or empirical), that is, without
plan, merely following circumstances, or judicious
(scientific) Scientific education is far preferable to

